
 
 

Teacher Advisory Committee to the Superintendent 
Meeting Summary Notes: Monday, November 9, 2009 

 
Meeting Summary Notes are intended to serve as the superintendent’s reflection on the discussions that occur during advisory 

committee meetings.  They are not intended to be exhaustive.  Instead, they are intended to serve as a general record for our on-
going efforts to assess our needs, determine our goals, map out our strategies, and evaluate our policies, procedures and 

programs.  Participants should contact the superintendent if they observe any critical oversight or misinterpretation in these notes. 
 

Participants present: Joan Green (AHS), Marty Wood (AHS), Tommy Crawford (BSES), Libby Pazdera (CES), 
Corrainea Terry (CES), Josh Craft (CMS), Jeanne Smith (FSES), Stacie Rose (MVES), Renee Warren (SES), Sherry 
Craft (SES), Mary Jane Mutispaugh (Director of Instruction), Jan Hobbs (Director of Student Programs), Rob 
Carpenter (Director of Human Resources), Elizabeth Heath (Director of Special Education) and Sarah Campbell 
(Superintendent).   
 
1. Dr. Campbell reported there would be elementary online testing this year.  She noted laptops are available on 

mobile carts and children should practice using these before the test, especially for math tests so the students 
have an opportunity to learn to use the online tools.  She noted two staff members are available go to the 
schools to work with ePAT’s so children can practice on the tests.  
 

2. Dr. Campbell reported the Citizens Consolidation Committee has been named and includes five members from 
the city of Covington and five members from Alleghany County. 

 
3. Dr. Campbell reported the local composite index has decreased from 0.2210 to 0.2151.  She noted Covington’s 

composite index also decreased.  She added the lower index will have an impact on our budget.   
 

4. Dr. Campbell reported the employee surveys have been distributed.  She encouraged everyone to take the 
survey seriously and give their honest input.  This information is considered in making budget recommendations. 

 
5. Dr. Campbell discussed re-benchmarking of the Standards of Quality.  She noted that included with these 

recommendations are a proposal for support staff ratios to be recalculated, allowing fewer support staff positions.  
This will have the impact of giving less funding. Support staff includes all positions except classroom teachers.   

 
6. A participant asked why access to AOL is restricted.  The participant stated many teachers communicate with 

their parents through AOL mail.  Dr. Campbell stated we are in the process of changing teacher computer IP 
addresses to static IP addresses which will allow access to AOL and Facebook.  She suggested that until this is 
complete, they should send themselves an email to their ACPS account with an attachment. 

 
7. A participant asked why the division cannot have a “NO NIT’ policy for head lice instead of leaving the decision 

up to the school nurses. Ms. Hobbs stated it is a violation of HIPPA and FERPA to notify teachers of contagious 
diseases or any other medical issues a student may have.  

 
8. A participant asked how the H1N1 immunization clinic went at Callaghan.  Ms. Hobbs replied it went very well 

and that consent forms will be grouped by homeroom for Falling Spring and Sharon.  Ms. Hobbs stressed the 
importance of having volunteers on hand to assist.   

 
9. A participant asked if anything could be done to alleviate closing school on days without snow.  Also, could snow 

routes be established or could late openings be considered?  Snow routes are not an option for us.  One of the 
problems in the past is that we have been unable to complete End of Course testing at AHS when we have two 
hour delays due to number of computers available for testing.  We will not be closing in January when we could 
go two hours late due to SOL testing as the division has added three laptop units and AHS will develop a 
scheduled for testing on a 2-hour delay day.  We can’t test during 4

th
 block at AHS due to the untimed nature of 

SOL tests.   



10. A participant asked why we must complete technology work orders.  Dr. Campbell replied that it gives us a 
record of all the work being done in the order it was submitted.  It is also a log of the work performed by resident 
experts and the Educational Technology Center. 

 
11. Mrs. Mutispaugh reported the Calendar Committee would begin meeting tomorrow.  We will not be developing a 

joint calendar with Covington this year, she added.   
 

12. There is no TAC meeting scheduled in December. 
 

 
 

REMINDER:  The next TAC meeting is Monday, January 11 at 3:30 p.m. 

 
 
 

The Alleghany County School Board does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, political affiliation,  
disability, or age in its programs and activities.  The following people have been designated as contacts regarding compliance 

 issues associated with this non-discrimination policy: Robert E. Carpenter, Director of Human Resources and Jan Hobbs,  
Director of Student Programs at Alleghany County School Board, P.O. Drawer 140, 100 Central Circle, Low Moor, Va., (540) 863-1814. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


